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O L D  G U A R D  N E W S  

A L L E N - S T O N E  C H A P T E R                                 

J a n u a r y  2 0 2 6  

Ashland Shakespeare Festival 
May 6 – May 9, 2026 

 

This year's Shake-
speare Festival outing in 
picturesque Ashland, 
Oregon, features 3 
plays, 2 catered meals, 
guest speakers, wine-
tasting and other great 
fellowship opportunities! 
 

Once again, we will be home-based at the 
Holiday Inn Express & Suites, 565 Clover 
Lane,Ashland (541.201.0202). We have a 
block of rooms set aside for you under YMCA 
Retiree Alumni. The rooms are $139 per night, 
plus tax, and include use of the conference 
room for our opening social, as well as a place 
to gather throughout our stay.  Amenities in-
clude complimentary self-serve breakfast, in-
door pool and fitness center, wireless internet, 
and refrigerators and microwaves in every 
room. You may cancel without penalty up to 24 
hours prior. 
 

WELCOME SOCIAL 

(Wednesday, May 6, 5 pm, meal and speaker/
speakers to follow at 6 pm, Holiday Inn Ex-
press & Suites, conference room) 
 

COME FROM AWAY 

(Thursday, May 7, 1:30 pm, Angus Bowmer 
Theatre) 

Book, Music and Lyrics by Irene Sankof and 
David Hein, a true story of the people of re-
mote Gander, Newfoundland, who opened 
their hearts and homes to 7,000 airline pas-
sengers stranded by the tragic events of Sep-
tember 11, 2001. 

 

A MIDSUMMER'S NIGHT DREAM 

(Thursday, May 7, 8 pm, Angus Bowmer Thea-
tre) 

A timeless romantic comedy by William Shake-
speare. 
 

A RAISIN IN THE SUN 

(Friday, May 8, 1:30 pm, Angus Bowmer Thea-
tre) 

A deeply moving and classic American theatre 
play by Lorraine Hansberry. 

 

The cost of this year's event is $215 per per-
son which includes all 3 plays and catered 
meals on Wednesday and Friday night. Lodg-
ing is separate as referenced above. Prefaces 
are optional at $10 per person. These typically 
run about 30 minutes and can be quite enlight-
ening. If interested, indicate on your registra-
tion form and I will be happy to arrange. For 
more information on the plays and prefaces, 
as well as general theatre questions, visit 
www.osfashland.org. Registration ends April 1, 
2026, or until all tickets have been sold. If you 
have any questions, call Cathy Howard, event 
coordinator, at 541.601.2499 or gma-
cassie@aol.com. 

Registration form on page  11 

 

      While visiting Southern Oregon for Thea-
ter you may be interested in checking out: 

 Oregon Cabaret Theatre 

 Oregon Center for the Arts 

 The Camelot 

 The Holly Theatre 
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Check these out at   YMCA Alumni —            

https://www.ymcaalumni.org  

 

SPRINGTIME IN THE CARIBBEAN AND 
BEYOND 

Your choice of dates and cruises: 
 

March 14 - 21, 2026 aboard the Celebrity 
Apex. Round trip from Port Canaveral, FL with 
port stops in Puerto Plata, Dominican Republic; 
San Juan, Puerto Rico, and Basseterre, St 
Kitts. 
 

April 18 - 25, 2026 aboard the Celebrity 
Apex. Round trip from Port Canaveral, FL with 
port stops in Key West, FL; Bimini, Bahamas; 
Puerto Plata, Dominican Republic, and Turks & 
Caicos. 
 

April 25 - May 8, 2026 aboard the Celebrity 
Apex. Port Canaveral to Southampton, UK with 
port stops in Bermuda, Azores; Lisbon, Portu-
gal, and Southampton (close to London), UK 
(transatlantic cruise). 
 

April 26 - May 2, 2026 aboard the Celebrity 
Beyond. Round trip from Miami, FL, with port 
stops in Puerto Plata, Dominican Republic, St. 
Thomas, San Juan, Puerto Rico and Perfect 
Day, Cocobay, Bahamas. 

(Note: The Celebrity Apex and Beyond are new 
ships launched in the past few years.) 
 

June 5-12, 2026: 

ALASKA - THE LAST FRONTIER: We'll 
cruise before the huge summer crowds ar-
rive. Depart from Vancouver, B.C., and return to 
Seattle aboard the Celebrity Edge. 

 

 July 20-25, 2026: 

STUNNING VISTAS ABOARD THE 
ROCKY MOUNTAINEER: Travel in Premier 
Class through stunning scenery from Denver to 
Salt Lake City with highlights viewed from the 
train’s expansive glass-dome coaches. 

Sept. 13-23, 2026: 

CLASSIC CANADA AND NEW ENG-
LAND: A colorful 10-day YMCA Alumni fall 
cruise aboard the Sapphire Princess along 
Eastern Canada and New England's Atlantic 
Coast from Quebec City to Boston. 

  

Oct. 4-13, 2026: 

EXPERIENCE THE BEST OF 
SPAIN: Embark on an unforgettable 
guided C.I.E. luxury motor coach tour through 
the marvelous cities of Madrid, Seville, Gra-
nada, Valencia, and Barcelona. 

  

Oct. 31-Nov. 7, 2026: 

YARN, FUN AND SUN: A unique 7-day Car-
ibbean cruise vacation aboard the Celebrity 
Apex for our YMCA Alumni members who love 
to knit. 

 

May 6-14, 2027: 

DANUBE DREAMS RIVER 
CRUISE: Cruise along the peaceful and 
storied Danube River through Germany, 
Austria, Slovakia, and Hungary—stopping 
at some of Central Europe’s most splendid 
capitals and charming towns along the 
way.  

SO WHAT’S ON YOUR SCHEDULE FOR THE COMING YEAR. 

GO SEE, GO DO, GO TRAVEL 

2026 AVAILABLE ADVENTURES 
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President’s Message—Jill Halin 

 

Happy New Year! As you peruse this newsletter, hopefully you will 
find activities that attract you to join our members - and your friends - 
in one or more of the variety of scheduled activities in 2026. And if 
there is something missing, just plan an event, let us know, and we 
will inform the membership and “BOOM” there is another friendly 
gathering of Allen-Stone members! We are always trying to involve 
more “Y” people, so if you know a “Y” employee, current or retired, 
bring them along to one of our activities! 

Seabeck 2026 is scheduled for Sept 21 - Sept 23. Hopefully after the 
smaller turnout in 2025 (5 had to cancel due to illnesses) we will have 
a larger group, with an optional outing planned to Bremerton to tour a 
battleship, morning hikes and, very importantly, the election of board 

members. If you are interested in being involved via the board or an elected position, please let 
me know so we can discuss further! Everyone’s involvement is important and appreciated. 

Good health and happiness to all. 

ALLEN-STONE LEADERSHIP 

President – Jill Hallin 

 jillhallin@comcast.net 

Vice-President—Sherry Milton 

 bobandsherry606@msn.com 

Treasurer – Jim Leigh  

 jimfleigh@gmail.com 

Past Presidents – Gary & Lony Huff 

 glhuff2@olypen.com 

Membership—Mike Robinson 

            mikiee.mike@gmail.com 

 

   National Service Project 

        -Gary Huff, National Standing Committee  

        -Rich Wallis, Boots on the Ground 

        -Cheri Brennan-Marketing Committee 

    World Service Chair – Tom Horsley 

            thomaschorsley@outlook.com 

    Newsletter Editor – Jane Rosi-Pattison 

 pattisonjane1@gmail.com 

    Newsletter Publisher—Sharon Robinson 

 sharonrobinso@gmail.com 

 

E merg en cy Ass i s t ance  Fund  
Because we care...EAF has been here for us for more than 110 years. YMCA ac-
tives and retirees have given generously each year ever since then. EAF is not a 
program of YMCA Alumni, rather it is a partner offering a significant benefit for 
our members. Emergency Assistance Fund - Y USA, 101 N. Upper Wacker 

Drive. 16th Fl., Chicago, IL. 60606.  

         YMCA Alumni EAF Chair is Bob Warnock contact at bobandmonicawarnock@gmail.com 

The International Service Corps (ISC), a program initiative of YMCA Alumni, pro-
vides short-term opportunities for YMCA Alumni members to use their expertise and 
critical skills to benefit YMCAs in foreign countries. Types of services may include 
teaching English language skills, coaching basketball, swimming, or other sports, help-
ing to develop staff and volunteer leadership skills, facilitating collaboration, and long-
term planning, among other activities. Current opportunities to serve include Ys in the 
Bahamas, Dominican Republic, Macedonia, Uruguay, and Mexico.  For information 
contact Bob Martin, Chairperson, at aumartin5@yahoo.com  



P a g e  4  

 

DON ANDERSON HONORED reported in the Connection 

NEW NU'UANU Y GYM NAMED FOR HIM 
 
Allen-Stone Chapter’s Don Anderson, retired CEO of the Honolulu YMCA, was honored Dec. 11 
with the announcement that the planned $40 million rebuild of the Nu’uanu YMCA will feature the 
Don Anderson Gymnasium. 
 

Don, who established a long-lasting YMCA partnership with the Honolulu Rotary Club more than 20 
years ago to build homes, schools, health clinics, and more throughout the Pacific, became a close 
friend of Nan Shin, founder and owner of Nan Inc. Construction. 
 

The pair worked side by side on nearly countless volunteer building projects. Nan Inc.’s $1 million 
gift to advance the Nu'uanu campaign in December included the request that the new gym be 
named after Don. 
 

The Nu’uanu YMCA, the flagship branch of the Y, was established in 1918 in the heart of the city. 
The current campus buildings date to the early 1960s. The rebuilt facilities will include two afford-
able housing towers, a new gymnasium for its myriad wellness and healthcare programs, senior ser-
vices, and pre-school. Construction is expected to begin in 2027 and be completed in 2029. 
 

Don and his wife, Susan, live in Honolulu, where he continues to organize new projects, having re-
cently returned from one in the Philippines. 

HOLIDAY ZOOM 

Fifteen of us gathered on a ZOOM call on Dec. 6 to usher in the holidays:  Craig Frerichs, 

Jim and Jan Leigh (hosts), Caroline Brooks, Gary Huff, Dave and Joyce Mercer, Mike Rob-

inson, Jill Hallin, Jane Rosi, Ruth Heathman, Christy Collins, Ralph and Barbara Drake, and 

Bea Halk. We gathered folks from Washington state, Oregon, Nevada, California, and 

Washington DC. Our theme was "There's no place like Gnome (Home) for the Holidays" 

and we shared favorite Christmas memories and plans for this year.  We played a game nam-

ing songs with the word "home" in the title and we toasted to this year and the year to 

come.  
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NATIONAL SERVICE PROJECT UPDATE 

Short update on National Service Project. By Gary Huff 
 

A wonderful community celebration of the completion of 4 new, beautiful tiny homes 
was held September 21 at the YMCA of the Seven Council Fires in Dupree South Da-
kota. Hundreds attended to say thank you and well done to all involved. All 4 homes are 
now occupied with single mother families. All managed by the local Y.  
 

The total raised for the National Service Project is now $1,036,000. A new $20,000 gift 
was recently received. At present, $178,000 will be available to build the Y program 
Twig in La Plant, South Dakota.  

 

The design of the Twig is near completion. Preliminary designs show the use of the two 40 x 10 foot contain-
ers, side by side, with a good looking facade built in and around them. A ground floor will provide 1,025 sq 
ft of program space and a second level will house a staff member needed for program leadership. A hard 
deadline is set for completion in 2026.  Request for volunteers will be coming out in the new year.  
 

Christmas gift to Tiny homes project  

A new exciting gift was announced by the Y of the Seven Council Fires just before Christmas day. An 
anonymous donor, inspired by a story, on our project, in the New York Times, has donated solar panels for 
all 4 tiny homes. The donor has also donated the money necessary to fully build a 5th tiny home to fit with 
the others in the Morningstar community. WOW! Good deeds beget good deeds. 
 
Happy Holidays to all, Gary  

 

Nancy Stifel became a YMCA Director in 
very small steps. 

   

In 1980’s Nancy was living in her hometown 
of Newington, CT (just a few blocks from 
where she grew up) with husband Rich Tor-
gan, son Scott and daughter, Leigh. Her hus-
band was given a job transfer to Columbus, 
Ohio. The family packed up and settled on a 
home 20 miles east in rural Licking County 
With kids off to new schools, Nancy started 
volunteering at local Y. In short order, she 
was offered a job running their Saturday Fun 
Club. Seeking more hours, Nancy then started 
that YMCA ‘s first women’s classes, starting 
with the Aerobics craze.(This Y still had a 2nd 
floor full of male residents) 

 

She was then given the opportunity to open a 
new Nautilus Facility Camp; then build out a 
Women’s Fitness facility! The Licking Y had a 
6 acre campus with 2 outdoor pools. They 
also owned Camp Nelson Dodd, a long-
shuttered 12-acre resident camp. Visiting the 
closed Camp with her Indian Guides, they 
found eight buildings in good shape. A plan 
was created to move 5 cabins down to the 
Newark Y and start a Day Camp. Indian 
Guides dads included executives at Owens-
Corning, Dow Chemical and State Farm which 
had headquarters.  So flatbed trucks were 
hired, and a crane, to lift the cabins and trans-
port them. More adventures followed, for 
years!  Ask me more when we meet!  
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Message from Jim Leigh, Treasurer 

 

Special Thanks to those below who have made a contribu-

tion to the Allen Stone Chapter for 2026. 
 

Caroline Brooks, John & Debbie Ciambrone, Kevin & Rebecca Clark,  
Wayne & Patti Clemetson, Christy Collins,  Sharon & Cal Crowell,  
Mike & Lisa Ann Doss, Ralph & Barbara Drake, Elizabeth Dubuque, 

Pat Flannery & Paula Brown, Lee & Corlet Graff, Phil & Pat Grimm, Carol & Samuel Haas, Mary Kay Haines, 
Bea Halk, Nora Hallett, Jill & Michael Hallin, Cornell Hartford, Ruth Heathman, Lorrie Hermanson, Ty & Lau-
ren Hisatomi,Tom Horsley & Cheri Brennan, Cathy & John Howard, Gary & Lony Huff, Jarlath Hume, Marcia 
Isenberger, Tom & Karen Jones, Frank & Susan Kay, David & Christine King, Dick & Sandy Knapp, Cliff & 
Joyce Lawrence, Joyce Leak, Jim & Jan Leigh, Alan & Susan Lesher, Dave & Pam Livingston, Sam & Esther 
Luna, Dave & Joyce Mercer, Rae & Robert Montgomery, Peter & Nanci Morris,Mike & Jan Murphy, Eric & Jean 
Nelson, Tom & Donna Oliva, Jennifer & Terry Parker, Bev & Bill Reed, Rig & Diana Riggins, Mike & Sharon 
Robinson, Jane Rosi-Pattison, Judith Rudolph, Tony & Joyce Sagare, Jennie & Dave Sowder, Fred & Sally Stick-
ney, Bobby Stivers-Apiki, Susan Strong, John & Meredith Thomas, Sheila Tiemens, Mary and Arnold Tomac, 
Rich & Diane Wallis, Scott & Cheryl Washburn,  Joyce Washington. 
 

If you have not registered with National Y Alumni, please go to ymcaalumni.org/reconnect. At this 

online site you can register either by credit card or following instruction #4 on how to mail in a 

check. With a check you will need to print the renewal form by clicking on the box that says recon-

nect by mail. 

Allen-Stone Annual Campaign 2026 

Yes, count me in.  Please fill out the form below and mail along with your contribution to Allen-Sone YMCA Alumni. 
 

 Name(s)______________________________________________________ Date _______________________ 

 

 Address______________________________________City________________State________Zip _________ 

 

 Preferred phone number(s)_____________________ Email Address(es) ______________________________ 

 

 Date of Birth ________________________________ Spouse Date of birth ____________________________ 

 

 Donation to Allen Stone YMCA Alumni      $____________________ 

Please mail form & gift to: Jim Leigh, Treasurer, 7760 Angel Falls Way; Redmond, OR  97756 

*If you already contributed to Allen-Stone using the National Membership Form, we request notification using this form or email Jim Leigh 

at jimfleigh@gmail.com 

 

If you have not yet made a Contribution to Allen-Stone for the Annual Campaign 2026 and are still interested in 

doing so, please complete the Form below and forward to      Jim Leigh. 
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Thinking about Seabeck 2026:  Mark 
your 2026 calendar now for the dates of   

Sept. 21-23.  

 
 

From Chuck: Seabeck Pines 
 

As we all know, the Pines building opened to 
rave reviews and a staggering amount of 
bookings. The main complaint? No one liked 
the mattresses I chose. In my defense, I did-

n't try them out since it was an online pur-
chase. This month, I finally felt like we 
could afford to upgrade those mattresses. 
I didn't want our world-class building 
marred by anything. We also upgraded 
the bedspreads. We are committed to 
maintaining and upgrading this building as 
needed. 

Last Chance!!  2026 Y-Alumni Big Island Hawaii Adventure                          
Allen-Stone and McCoy Y-Alumni Chapters   Dates:  February 16-20, 2026     

                                                                 

Questions?   

Contact John Ciambrone 
(jaciambrone@gmail.com,  

805-570-3586)  

Location:  
• Waikoloa Marriott Beach 

Resort and Spa, Big Is-
land of Hawaii. Reserve 
directly with the hotel 
using this passkey: 

 

https://book.passkey.com/g
o/YMCARetiredDirectorsRe
treat 

Monday, Feb 16 - Welcome Dinner 

Tuesday, Feb 17 - Tour day #1 – Pololu Valley Lookout/Black Sand 

Beach hike and/or enjoy shops and galleries in Hawi; visit Hamakua Mac 

Nut Factory. 

Wednesday, Feb 18 - Tour day #2 – Volcano National Park; stops at Hilo 

Farmers  

Market, Big Island Candies and Rainbow Falls 

Thursday, Feb 19 - Free/personal choice day  

(excursion suggestions will be provided); 

Farewell Dinner 

Friday, Feb 20 - Hotel check-out or continue on your personal itinerary 

Costs: 

• Registration Fee:  $275 includes 

Welcome Dinner, Tues-

day/Wednesday tours, and inci-

dentals 

• Lodging at Waikoloa Marriott:   
      $339/night for 1 king bed + $20 resort                                 
 fees and taxes.   

• Parking fee waived. 
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Update on Marty Fink.  My professional YMCA ca-
reer spanned from 1978 to 2009. The last full-time 
position I held was CEO and; Executive Director at 
the Silver Bay YMCA (A conference and family re-
treat center in the Adirondacks). 

I stay connected to the YMCA movement by teach-
ing “Spinning” classes at my local YMCA of Douglas 
County in Roseburg, Oregon and paying attention to 
my wife Marisa Fink, who is the Executive Director 
of the Oregon Alliance of YMCAs. Since my early 
retirement in 2009, I now spend much of my time 
designing and leading group bike tours. I have led 
over 40 bike tours in 12 different countries. I use the 
non-profit organi-
zation People Cy-
cling to post the 
tours that I offer. If 
you want to know 
more, you can 
contact me at 
your convenience. 

Marty Fink 

541-530-3285 

m a r t y y -
fink@gmail.com 

ride@cyclingadventuretours.com 
 

Craig Frerichs has been in Providence Hospital 
since Tuesday December 16th....has some continu-
ing balance issues and may go to 
a nursing home or assisted living 
instead of living on his own. His 
sister and brother-in-law are in the 
area and helping with the medical 
issues. He said he would really 
enjoy TEXTS from people - gave 
me permission to pass on his num-
ber; it is 503-449-7089. (Update: Craig is now back 
at home) 
 

Personal from Gary and Lony Huff:  Lony gave 
Gary a week at a Pismo Beach California, Inn at the 
Cove, for his 80th birthday. Determined to do the 
week without a car, Gary walked 30 miles, covering 
all the walkable beaches; Shell Beach, Avila Beach 
and Pismo Beach. During his walks he saw Whales, 
groves of Monarch Butterflys and thousands of Peli-
cans. 

Gary lost his oldest brother Larry, who lived in Mis-
soula Montana. At 82 he could not defeat a severe 
case of Parkinson's disease. He died in a memory 
care unit. Gary talked to him and sang to him near 
the end.  

A Rosi family trip to Italy to see sights and meet 
family members was in Oc-
tober.  My son, his daugh-
ter, a nephew and two 
nieces and my self 
boarded Iceland Air and 
flew to Milan, Italy to start 
our journey.  A highlight 
from there was a visit to 
the Lakes area in the 
mountains to Como then 
Lugano in Switzerland.  We 
took a boat trip on Como to 
a lovely restaurant for 

lunch.  Then it was to Florence, Pisa and Venice. It 
was on to the Tuscany region where we stayed in a 
Villa for a week to visit the home of Rosi relatives in 
the walled city of  Lucca.  My nephew and David 
were able to learn the facts of these relatives de-
scended from the family patriarch Guido Rosi, 
grandfather of both.  
We had several 
meals including a 
catered dinner in 
our villa where 20 
of us gathered at 
the large table.. It 
was on to Rome to 
see a few places for 
those who had not 
been there and bid 
farewell to three 
members who had to return home.  Three of us 
drove back to Tuscany and spent another week 
staying in hill top towns  and a last visit with rela-
tives. My nephew planned the trip and did all the 
driving. 
 

Dave and Joyce Mercer are reporting that their 
year has been full still enjoying living at Touchmark 
retirement home.  Lots to do and good friends. No 
longer RVing, both of them are doing great having 
taken five cruises this past year.  Will be slowing 
down and decided no more overseas flights.   
 

Jim and Jan Leigh have 
given up the RVing opting to 
utilize the cabin approach 
for some of their travel ac-
commodations.  They re-
main quite active in 
neighborhood gatherings at 
their clubhouse.  They continue activity with Bible 
studies, book club, card games, musical programs, 
bingo and TGIF Fridays with potluck dinners.   
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Check these Websites Out: 

 YMCA Alumni — https://www.ymcaalumni.org  

 YMCA Retirement Fund — https://yretirement.org/for-plan-administrators  

  Allen-Stone Facebook — www.facebook.com search for Allen-Stone  

 Sioux Project— https://wawokiye.org 

Attention:  Want color pictures, clearer pictures, quicker delivery.   
 

Let’s go green.  We would like to encourage your participation by email.  For ease of communications 

please share your email address with Jane at janerosi@wildblue.net or Mike at mikiee.mike@gmail.com Your 
address is not shared globally.  If you wish to discontinue receiving the newsletter in any format, please email 
Jane or Mike. Or call Mike at 541.840.8168 

Portland YMCA Camp Meehan Reunion September 2025 

Fred and Sally Stickney headed up a one day reunion of 52 former Camp Meehan staff and 
campers from Washington, Oregon and California at YMCA Camp Collins in Troutdale, Oregon on 
September 27, 2025. 

When Fred was the Director of the John R. Leach branch of the Portland YMCA, he was tasked 
with the reopening of Camp Meehan in 1968. It had been closed from 1962, after damage by the 
Columbus Day storm, which battered Washington state. In 1969 Fred started up new summer 
camping programs at Meehan, while rebuilding the infrastructure of the camp.Many of the volun-
teers working on the refurbished buildings, were campers or staff from earlier years and included 
Bob Smeenk, who was on the Portland YMCA staff. 

The September reunion included the participants from 1968 to 1979, before the Mt. St. Helens 
eruption destroyed the camp completely in May of 1980.The reunion was a day of sharing all the 
wonderful parts of Camp Meehan, reminiscing, stories, pictures, singing camp songs and remem-
bering camp individuals we have lost  Camp Meehan had a long history as it began in the 1930’s 
and Scotty Washburn, an Allen-Stone member, shared stories of his first camp experience there. 
In the late 90’s Fred and Scotty were able to bring a group of former campers of Scotty’s era to-
gether in Salem who then donated memorabilia of their camping time to the Cowlitz Museum in 
Longview Washington. The Longview YMCA camp which was located next our camp, can relate 
to what Camp Meehan lost on the day Mt. St. Helens came alive. 

 

Camp 
Meehan      
pre 1980 

 (Photo taken by Jane 
Rosi-Pattison) 

 

From Norway 
Pass look ing 
down into the 
cove where Camp  
Meehan was pre 
1980.  Water is 
further up the 
cove covering the 
land where the 
c a m p  w a s .   
(photo by Jane) 
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JANUARY 

Jan Murphy  1/15 

Jim Leigh  1/6 

Donna Olivia  1/26 

Catherine Howard   1/7 

Bob Goff   1/8 

Bobby Stivers-Apiki   1/11 

Sharon Robinson  1/11 

Judy Randolph  1/16 
 

 

FEBRUARY 

Pat Grimm  2/2 

Frank Kay:  2/5 

James Elanbass  2/8 

Marene Arnett  2/11 

Sharon Crowell  2/12 

Jane Rosi-Pattison  1/23 

Rich Wallis  2/28 

 

 

 
 

MARCH 

John Thomas  3/1 

Karen Jones  3/12 

Joyce Sagare  3/13 

Jill Hallin  3/25 

 

 

 

DID YOU KNOW! 

Secours Spéciaux 

HISTORY OF THE FUND  
 

The Secours Spéciaux Fund was established in the 
1950s in response to the closure of YMCAs in East-
ern Europe under communist regimes, which left 
many dedicated staff and volunteers in crisis. The 
initiative began with Mrs. Anna Limbert, whose per-
sonal commitment to support affected YMCA mem-
bers inspired broader organizational involvement. 
 

Over the decades, the Fund has been sustained by 
the generosity of YMCA retirees and supporters 
worldwide. In 1997, it was officially prioritized by 
the World Fellowship of YMCA Retirees (WFYR), 
with South Asia leading the first organized cam-
paign. During the COVID-19 pandemic, the Fund 
responded swiftly to the urgent needs of the YMCA 
community. Financial assistance was extended to 
nearly 100 retirees facing health, economic, and so-
cial challenges as a result of the crisis—offering 
comfort and stability during an extraordinarily diffi-
cult time. Today, the S e Fund continues to provide 
vital support to retired YMCA staff and volunteers 
in countries across Africa, Asia, and Latin Amer-
ica— honoring their service with dignity, solidarity 
and hope. 

 

Support the Fund 

For over 70 years, the Secours Spéciaux Fund has 
provided vital financial assistance to YMCA staff 
and retirees facing crisis, displacement, or unsecured 
retirement. This lifeline exists because of generous 
donors like you. Your support ensures that no one 
who has dedicated their life to the YMCA is left 
alone in times of hardship. Every gift—large or 
small—makes a real difference in providing dignity, 
hope, and emergency relief. Ways to Give: Through 
your National YMCA Movement Via your local 
YMCA Retiree or Alumni Association Online at 
www.ymca.int 

 

Financial Report Contributions to the Fund C H F 
52,665 4 Distributions from Fund C H F 39,303 
Beneficiaries 10 In 2024, beneficiaries of the Se-
cours Spéciaux Fund came from across the globe, 
including Venezuela, Russia, Nigeria, Georgia, Po-
land, Honduras, Kenya, Peru, and Colombia—
reflecting the truly international reach and impact of 
your support. Increase in donations in 2024 vs 2023 
50% Increase in distributions in 2024 vs 2023 67 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

Please send your Birthday and Anniversary info to be shared with the Allen-Stone Community.   

Forward to Jane at pattisonjane1@,gmail.com 



P a g e  1 1  

 

NEWS DEADLINE 
 

Deadline for articles/news for the                                 

Next Chapter newsletter is  

MARCH 22, 2026 

 

            Email TO:   pattisonjane1@,gmail.com 
 

            Or Send to:  Jane Rosi-Pattison 

                       2940 Harris St. Road  

                       Kelso, WA   98626 

   

DATES TO REMEMBER 2026 
 

 

Hawaii Event:  Kona Hawaii  Feb. 16-20 

Ashland Shakespeare Festival: May 6-9 

Summer RV event.  TBD 

Portland Event:  June 2026 

Seabeck:  Sept. 21-23 

 

Shakespeare Festival 2026 Registration 
 

 Name __________________________________Name _________________________________  

Street Address __________________________City/State/Zip _____________________________ 

 Email_________________________________Phone___________________________________  

Please register_______person(s) at $215 per person.............................................Total $_________  

Request Accessible Seating____________________ Enclosed Total $_________  

I am/We are interested in attending a Preface for the following plays: 

 

Make checks payable to Allen-Stone Chapter YMCA Alumni and return with completed registration 
form NO LATER THAN April 1, 2026 to Cathy Howard, 1518 Bluebonnet Ave., Medford, OR, 
97504. 



Jane Rosi-Pattison, Editor 

2940 Harris St. Rd. 

Kelso, Wa 98626 


